Lynhaven Neighborhood Association
Minutes – 4/21/11
(Approved 5/19/11 meeting)
Meeting called to Order – 7:03
Quorum confirmed

Present: 15
March Minutes approved
Treasurer’s Report – Jerry Giles - $3454.48 in account
· Total paid members = 54
· We under spent on NNO and Dumpster Day
· Cycle 25 Grant – we requested $2515 and received $1539
District 1 City Council Report – Jerad Ferguson
· March for Babies (A March of Dimes Fundraiser) – April 30th at 9:00 a.m. at Vasona Park

· The City budget is currently the main focus. The City has a 114 million deficient plus 23 million in one-time programs

Winchester NAC Report – Chuck and Dolores provided update
· Focus is on listening to the community
· Work with businesses in the area

· Take positions to improve and support the well being of the area
Guest Speaker: Joe – Master Gardener                  Topic: Tomato growing
Joe gave an excellent presentation on the proper way to grow delicious and healthy tomatoes. He also shared with the group the Spring Garden Market Tomato list, Saving Tomato Seeds article and the Warm Season Vegetable Planting Guidelines for SC County. Joe also brought heirloom tomato and pepper plants for the members to take home! Following are some highlights from Joe’s presentation;

· If a tomato plant has too much sun or heat too early, it will not produce fruit only leaves

· The clay in our soil does not allow good drainage – soil needs to be amended for healthy tomato growth

· Underground fungus works like a highway underneath the soil. Rototilling destroys the fungus and can take years to return to a healthy state

· Miracle Grow is like steroids for plants. It is not the best food as it creates a false healthiness

· The best time to buy plants is in May

· When planning, put some of the tomato stalk into the ground, it will become roots that support the plant. The bigger and deeper you plant the better chance your plant will live
· Tomato plants do not like it when nighttime temperatures go below 50-55 degrees
· You will always get a better tomato with heirloom seeds or plants. Tomatoes from these plants are different then those you would buy in the store. They are not breed for transportation and will only last a few days once picked vs. store bought which will last over a week. Heirloom seeds and plants can be found at nurseries
· Never use Round-up. Go with an organic fertilizer. It can take the soil a couple of years to recover after the use of Round-up

· If your tomatoes split, it means you are giving the plant too much water

· Soil Preparation:
· Grow tomatoes in ground better then placed in pots

· Soften ground with fork or spade not rototill

· Sunland product is a good soil amender

· Compost feeds the fungus highway which is good for the plant

· Other items that can be used when planting: Alfalfa pellets, egg shells, worms

· You can also get horse manure from Garrod Farms. The manure has been warmed, turned and steamed in the sun to prevent weeds

· Grow tomato plants up rather then out like a bush
Discussion Topics
· E-waste – Chairperson is needed. Doloros will speak with Steve and church regarding dates
· Maryann – suggestion to place signs with announcement of monthly meeting a few days in advance of meetings. Signs can be placed around neighborhood
· There will be no ramp to Tish per the City of San Jose
Meeting Adjourned – 8:40
Respectfully submitted,

Rene Francis, Secretary

